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Announcements

Upcoming Meets

Special Announcements

July 31st - Suffolk County, NY
August 7th - Northern NJ
August 20th - Because Your Dog is Worth it Too Day - Cranbury, NJ 
August 20th - Bergen County, NJ
Agust 27th - Northern NJ
September 4th - Queens, NY

July 19th - Bea
July 29th - Nami
July 30th - Cody
August 8th - Tasha
August 16th - Tiki
August 18th - Max
August 23rd - Cici (Sissy)
September 1st - Bailey
September 13th - Miyuki
September 18th - Lil Bee (Weatherbee)

August 13th - Secret turns 11 years old
September 5th - Foxi turns 5 years old

September 26th - Molly turns 8 years old

September 21st - Paulie
September 26th - Kitsuni
September 27th - Kuna
September 29th - Rusty
October 2nd - Ginger
October 3rd - Aki (Lightening)
October 3rd - Luna
October 3rd - Lucy Rose
October 3rd - Diamond (Casper/Sketch)
October 10th - Chopstix

For more information or to join in on a meet listed,
sign up at www.nycshibameetup.com

NYC Shiba Rescue Alumni Gotcha Day Anniversaries

Birthdays
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Upcoming Events

Sept. 17th-18th - Long Island Pet Expo in the Park

Aug. 22nd - Bark in the Park 

Aug. 20th - Because Your Dog Is Worth It Too Day

Oct. 1st - Fall Fiesta

Oct. 22-23 - Fido’s Festival

Sept. 24th - My Dog Loves Central Park County Fair

In conjunction with the Long Island Family Festival, enjoy demonstrations in the 
dog ring, petting zoo, costume contest and much more.  For more information, visit 
www.horseandpetexpo.com

Brooklyn Cyclones invites you to bring your dog to the ball game.  Join in on the 
exciting “dog’s day” opportunity of fun as the Cyclones take on another area team.  
For more information, visit www.brooklyncyclones.com

L’Oréal® hosts this amazing event, full of fun activities, and raising money to help 
fight breast cancer.  For more information, visit www.yourdogisworthittoo.com

Celebrate the importance of animals in our lives, enjoy a DJ, giveaways, and much 
more.  For more information, visit www.animalalliancenyc.org

Join in on the Halloween fun which includes a parade, frisbee contest,  
costume contest, and loads more.  NYC Shiba Rescue will be there, so don’t forget 
to stop by.  For more information, visit www.fidosfestivalusa.com

Hosted by Central Park PAWS, celebrate the vibrant dog community in Central 
Park.  All are invited to join the fun and many actvities provided.  For more infor-
mation, visit www.centralparkpaws.net

4pm-8pm - MCU Park, 1904 Surf Ave, Coney Island, Brooklyn

9am-4pm - L’Oréal®  USA Facility, 35 Broadway Road, Cranbury, NJ

11am-6pm - Tanner Park in Copiague, Long Island

11am-4pm - Central Park, near 72nd Street, Manhattan

TBA - Central Park, 110th St and Malcolm X Blvd, Manhattan

10am-5pm - Salem County Fair Grounds, Woodstown, NJ

Some of the major dog events coming up in the area
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The  Canine Cocktail Pawty to celebrate Emmie the Superdog’s  
birthday was a big hit with an art auction, drinks and scrumptious 
hors d’oeuvres for both human and dog.  $1745 was raised to  
benefit the cause that Emmie and her family have worked so hard 
to raise money for.  The pawty also made a $500 donation to  
Animal Haven for use of their event space that evening.

Army veteran Troy Yocum has been 
walking across the US to raise funds 
and awareness for military families in 
need.  His 7000 mile hike began in April 2010 and will take  
approximately 16 months to complete.  Joined by his wife, 
Mareike, and their two dogs, Emmie & Harley, their hope is to 
raise five million dollars by the end of the hike.  

Past Events
Canine Cocktail Pawty                         June 17th at Animal Haven

To learn more about the Drumhike, or to make a donation,
visit their website at:   http://drumhike.com

Don’t forget to ‘like’ their Facebook pages:
Hike for our Heroes and Emmie the SuperDog
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Featured Foster

Jazzy, as her foster mom calls her, is one petite pup at 
13lbs and has had to overcome many hardships.  Picked 
up by the Philadelphia Animal Control as a stray, she 
was in poor condition and had been diagnosed with  
Pyometra, a life threatening disease of the uterus.  

After going through an emergency spay, and during 
her recovery, it was discovered that she also had one  
partially collapsed and one completely collapsed disk in 
her lower lumbar region.  After going through so much, 
this little trooper had more to endure for this condition, if 
left untreated, could lead to paralysis or even death.

But through the dedication and kindness of many people coming together to help this 
cutie, enough money was raised to give her the surgery she needed.  She is now in  
recovery and doing well. 

Jasmine has proven that even during hard times, there is 
always hope and there will always be kind people ready 
to help, which is why she has been chosen as this month’s 
Featured Foster.

For more updates on Jasmine, or any of our other  
foster pups, check out their blogs on our website at  
www.nycshibarescue.org

Presenting Jasmine
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Amazing Activities

I purchased my first Shiba Inu, whom I named Beebe, in 2007. I entertained some very 
modest hopes for her in the beginning. Obedience, maybe Agility, but mostly I wanted 
a fun, challenging, intelligent pet to pal around with. She was definitely a challenge, 
and that necessitated some early obedience training which paved the way for everything 
else. During that process, it became fairly apparent that she was a very responsive, 
accurate and willing worker with very good focus.

She had great drive and excelled in many areas of 
advanced competition level obedience that the German 
Shepherds and Golden’s were having difficulty with. 
The Obedience handlers were a very serious bunch 
however, and long down stays were becoming boring 
for us both, so we moved on to formal Agility training 
and Rally-O, competing for fun at match events, but 
nothing serious.  That’s when we discovered Flyball. 

“Flyball races match two teams of four dogs each, 
racing side-by-side over a 51 foot long course. Each 
dog must run in relay fashion down the jumps, trigger 
a flyball box, releasing the ball, retrieve the ball, and 
return over the jumps. The next dog is released to run 
the course but can’t cross the start/finish line until the 

previous dog has returned over all 4 jumps and reached the start/finish line. The first 
team to have all 4 dogs finish the course without error wins the heat,” quoted from North 
American Flyball Association.

My training center was host to 4 different Flyball teams at the time. While I was busy 
marching around in a perfect heel pattern with my Shiba not allowed to speak to or 
touch her, we could hear multitudes of dogs screaming for joy, the dense thump of a 
dog slamming into the box loader with all its might, followed by cheers from its human 
team mates. This certainly sounded way more fun than figure 8’s. I took the plunge, and 
joined up with a brand new team, the Seattle Flydogs. They needed members badly, so 
the fact that she was a Shiba Inu was not a deterrent. Mind you, Flyball is an off lead 
event where dogs are racing and retrieving in a crazy mix of hundreds of other strange 
dogs.

Shiba Inu in Flyball                                  by Lindsay A Tompkins

Continue on Page 8
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Amazing Activities

Statistics for this breed in NAFA are admittedly sparse, and nonexistent in UFLI, the 
two North American Flyball organizations. Rumors of other Shibas excelling in the 
sport seemed implausible and mysterious, at best: how in the world can a Shiba Inu 
excel in this type of event? They can, but it takes the right amount of natural drive and 
lots of practice (and a good pair of earplugs). I really tip my hat to those brave Shiba 
Inu/Flyballer teams who have paved the way for novices like myself, and set the bar so 
high. 

It took a solid year of weekly practice and public demonstrations at local pet festivals 
before we were ready to enter our first tournament. She earned her Flyball Dog title (FD) 
that weekend, and two tournaments later, Beebe is now a Flyball Dog Excellent (FDX), 
making her the 10th Shiba Inu to earn the title since the sports inception in the late 60’s. 
She is a height dog for our team, and one of the most reliable runners, although her times 
are not especially fast (just under 7 seconds down and back). More importantly to me, 
is that she loves it and will work until she drops by her own choice.

Her motivating force is a pen light, a squeaker stuffed rabbit hide tug toy, and of course, 
the promise of anything edible. I have taken 2 other Shiba Inu thru Flyball training at 
this point. One is now the teams’ official mascot as he is too busy admiring the ladies 
to care about retrieving, and the other is my little puppy girl, who is coming right along 
with her puppy lessons and shows incredible ball and play drive.

 I think the key to getting a Shiba hooked on any sport is to work them gently and 
consistently on retrieving and recalls from an early age. Later on when their long bone 
growth is complete, it’s easy to add some small hurdles to jump, which never seemed to 
be an issue for any of my Shibas. Getting your Shiba Inu addicted to learning at an early 
age, utilizing a positive reward based method of training, helps them to view the world 
as a wonderful, fun, thrilling place with puzzles to be solved and many rewards for good 
behavior. An eager, smart puppy is a terrible thing to waste!

Shiba Inu in Flyball - Continued

To learn more about Flyball, or to find a team near you, check out NAFA and UFLI’s websites:
www.flyball.org                    www.u-fli.com

Have an Amazing Activity you do with your Shiba Inu, why not share the fun?   
Send your story and a picture to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org and see it in a future issue.
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Screaming Recipe

To help cool things down on those hot summer days, here’s a simple recipe 
that your pups will surely be screaming for more.

Ingredients:

 1 32oz. yogurt (vanilla, plain or non-dairy)
 1 mashed banana or a large jar of fruit babyfood
 2 tablespoons of Peanut Butter
 2 tablespoons of honey

Directions:

Blend or mix all ingredients together.  Distribute portions into either 3oz. 
paper cups or an ice cube tray.  Freeze and serve when demanded.  If they are 
too hard, you can soften them up by microwaving for a few seconds.

Have an amazing recipe you would like to share?  
E-mail it to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org and see it in a future issue.

Frozen Delight
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Mind & Body

The wanderlust of freedom is an inherent characteristic in Shibas, and most do not lose 
the urge to run regardless of age. Opportunity, boredom, and fear can greatly contribute 
to unexpected escapes.

One of the most common scenarios is that of opportunist in bolting out of front doors, 
screened windows, or unlocked gates.  Shibas are quite observant (albeit not necessarily 
compliant) and through trial and error learn when a particular person is too slow to stop 
them, for example the elderly, children, or a lackadaisical guest or delivery person.  It is 
also natural for Shibas to inspect the boundaries or perimeters of their territory for any 
opening that allows for exploration beyond their current space.   

Some dogs merely find an open door, or any opening, a thrill to shake up boring and 
redundant patterns of daily life.  For the most bold and active Shiba, an opening creates 
a come hither call of the wild to explore and navigate new terrain.

Additionally, Shibas are also creatures that thrive on routine and once in a new 
environment anxiety can set in creating insecurity and fear in some animals.  Recently 
adopted and newly released shelter dogs are at greatest flight risk during the first six 
months in a new home.

One difficulty is that unsuspecting new owners are often unaware of their Shiba’s 
behavioral and emotional thresholds for stress.  By failing to recognize that an aloof, 
overly quiet, or withdrawn dog is also under tension owners mistakenly gain a false 
sense of confidence and become half-hearted in escape prevention.  Once opportunity 
of escape presents itself, combined with a final release of adrenaline, a Shiba can be off 
and running in a heartbeat.  Thus, sending unprepared owners scurrying to recover a pet 
in before it becomes permanently lost.  

However in this second scenario, what new owners witness in door bolting should not 
be considered misbehavior, but rather a symptom of panic or manifestation of stress 
as part of fear/flight response to strange and new surroundings.  Behaviorally once the 

What’s Behind a Great Escape?             by Patrice Grossman

Continue on Page 11
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Mind & Body

flight response is triggered, perception becomes clouded and anything and everything 
around can appear as a potential threat as a Shiba makes a run for it.  Bottom line, 
learning is impaired when stress occurs (Miller, 2008).  In fact, when dogs are in fear/
flight mode, their brain chemistry is altered as part of the “amygdala and hippocampal 
interaction process” (Lindsay, p. 228, 2005).  Given what is known from research in other 
mammals, in generalized terms, the action of flight connects with emotional responses 
within memory centers of the brain (Beaver, 2009; Phelps, 2004).  This is significant 
because over time the repeat of undesirable fear/flight responses can ultimately become 
embedded in long-term memory (i.e. the behavior becomes deeply ingrained), and later 
during future high threshold experiences running will often become the default reaction 
of choice for coping.  Therefore during the adjustment phase after adoption, extreme 
patience, and proper acclimation via in home safe zones are essential to allow newly 
adopted dogs to decompress from the stress of re-homing.  How long integration will 
take varies, as each dog is an individual and will need to find their place in their own 
time in settling in (Palika, 2004).  

As always NYCSR strives to support and guide new adopters with the acclimation 
process, if there are questions please feel free to contact us.

In the next issue we will discuss measures to reduce stress and prevent escape 
mistakes.
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What’s Behind a Great Escape? - Continued
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Joys of Adoption

I can thank petfinder.com for guiding me to Kitsune. 

Sixth months prior to adopting Kitsune we had found Tsuki, our female 
shiba, who we say “started it all”. We were fostering a basset hound at that 
time, but we saw how different he was from Tsuki in temperament. She 
needed a doggy housemate that was more like her, made the same snarky 
faces and played the same chaotic way. So we logged onto petfinder.com 
and defined our search to “dog”, “Shiba Inu” and “within 100 miles of our 
zip code”. A few dogs did pop up, but for some reason, this image made us stop^ 

It wasn’t long after our initial inquiry to his rescuer that we found ourselves making a three 
hour drive to center city Philadelphia, with Tsuki in tow, to meet our new boy.  As soon as 
we entered his rescuer’s home, he barked at us and then ran away from us. Tsuki was a nice 
ice breaker, they sniffed a bit and she followed him around the house. We decided to take the 
chance, hoping he would eventually warm up to us. On the three hour drive home, I sang to 
him while he sat in the crate. I talked to him, I explained what changes were about to take 
place for him. He sat as far back into the crate as he could… just staring at me. He and Tsuki 
sniffed some more on the drive home.

When we got to Kitsune’s new home, we let him out in our fenced yard and he bolted to the 
corners, hoping to find a way out. Tsuki chased him, assuming this was the start of some 
glorious game the basset never played with her. I think she helped him relax, because within 
ten minutes they were play bowing to one another. We brought them inside and introduced 
Kitsune to his new “get acclimated” area, complete with comfy crate and yummy treats. 

Over the next few weeks, he became best of pals with Tsuki. 

We took some time to show Kitsune how much fun his new home 
can be. We took him hiking, on car rides, and visited family. We soon 
learned that while Kitsune loved to explore, he was petrified to meet 
new people. He was nervous around objects he didn’t recognize.  My 
husband took so much time and consideration into training Kitsune to 
have some confidence around the objects, but we never really made 
progress on the people problem. 

Over the last four years, it’s been challenging at times to have a social-phobic dog. The joy 
that Kitsune brings to our life has made all the struggle worth it. He and Tsuki are a match 
made in doggy heaven, and my husband proudly calls Kitsune “his dog”.   I couldn’t ask for 
more than that.

Adopting Kitsune                   by Jen Washicosky



Credits
The Shiba Scream is the offical newsletter for both NYC Shiba Inus and their Human 

Companions and NYC Shiba Rescue, Inc.

The Shiba Scream Staff

Managing Editor: Beth Bennett
Assisting Editor: Patrice Grossman

We would like to thank the following people for their contribution to this issue:

To the writers: Lindsay, Jen & Patrice
 Gina for her comic contribution

And all others who have helped to make this issue possible

To experience more of Kit, Natto & Betsy’s escapades, visit them at http://shibal-inu.blogspot.com

If you would like to learn more about NYC Shiba Rescue, make a donation or to sub-
mit a foster/adoption application, visit nycshibarescue.org

To join the NYC Shiba Inus and their Human Companions,  
visit www.nycshibameetup.com

Copyright 2011 by NYC Shiba Rescue, Inc.  All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any means; electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information 

storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.


