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Announcements

Upcoming Meets

Special Announcements
Be a Part of The Shiba Scream

Have an amazing story you want to share, or a favorite place you want to review, 
send it to us and we’ll include it in the next issue of the Shiba Scream.  Email a copy 
of your story to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org

October 14th - Kobe-san
October 17th - Cleo
October 17th - Missy (Dixie)
October 19th - Summer/Aki (Frankie)
October 20th - Fuji
October 23rd - Remi(ngton)
October 25th - Coia
October 26th - Bean
October 30th - Joanna (GiGi)
October 31st - Taki
November 1st - Mr. Squeakers
November 1st - Connie
November 8th - Sasha
November 8th - Dylan
November 9th - Prince
November 10th - Kato
November 13th - Dakota

November 14th - Molly
November 14th - Kobe
November 15th - Jack
November 17th - Autumn
November 22nd - Kato
November 29th - Rusty
December 2nd - Brandy
December 2nd - Foxy (Toby)
December 7th -  Toshi (Ashitaka)
December 7th - Candy
December 8th - Nikko
December 13th - GooGoo (Emi)
December 14th - Roxy
December 15th - Kissy (Zorra)
December 21st - Clay (Kit)
December 21st - Zucca (Betsy)
December 29th - Snow White (Rosie)

For more information or to join in on a meet listed,
sign up at www.nycshibameetup.com

NYC Shiba Rescue Alumni Gotcha Day Anniversaries

October 24th - Gloucester Twp, NJ
November 3rd - Monroe, NJ
November 4th - West Sayville, NY
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Upcoming Events

October 20th-21st - AKC Meet the Breeds

November 16th-18th - Meadowlands Pet Expo

November 3rd - Doctoberfest IV

Enjoy 200 breed booths that allowed dog and cat lovers to interact with dogs, cats, 
puppies and kittens; 100 vendor booths offered every imaginable product for pets 
and their owners; and demonstration rings featured law enforcement K9s, groom-
ing, agility, obedience and more.  Don’t forget to visit NYCSR at the Shiba Inu 
breed booth.  For more information, visit http://classic.akc.org/meet_the_breeds

The Meadowlands Pet Expo is designed to educate and entertain the public about 
the wonderful world of pets. It is a family oriented event featuring many education-
al demonstrations and seminars, hands-on-petting opportunities, special attractions, 
pet adoptions, and entertaining exhibits. See the Classic K9 Dog Show, Dancing 
Dogs, and enter the Parade of Breeds and Pet Costume Contest. Our Pet Expos also 
make available an outstanding shopping venue of products and services pertaining 
to pets and children. Well- behaved leashed pets welcome. A fun day for the whole 
family! For more information, please call 631-423-0620 or email petexpo@opton-
line.net. 

Dogtoberfest is an event held by L’Oreal to support Susan G. Komen for the Cure.  
It is held at Etsch Farms in NJ and there are hay rides for the dogs, a corn maze, lots 
of vendors and rescues, and a bunch of fun things to do with your dog.  Visit www.
facebook.com/doggyday for more information and updates.

10am-5pm - Jacob K. Javits Convention Center, Manhattan, NY

10am-5pm - Meadowlands Expo Center, Secaucus, NJ

9am-3pm - Etsch Farms, Monroe, NJ 

Some of the major dog events coming up in the area

Have an upcoming event you would like to see posted, why not share it   
Send your event information to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org 

and see it in a future issue.
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Keeping It Safe

With the upcoming holiday season, many families will be enjoying various meals and treats that normally 
aren’t eaten or done during other times of the year.  Often it is overlooked that some of these delectables are 
potentially harmful to dogs.  Here is a list of some of the more common harmful food items that you should 
avoid giving to the Inus over the holidays:

Chocolate - One of the most well known, harmful food items, chocolate is also a very common treat given on 
Halloween.  Chocolate can cause vomiting, diarrhea, excessive thirst, hyperactivity, abnormal heart rhythm, 
tremors, seizures, and even death.  The darker the chocolate the more dangerous it is, with white chocolate 
being the least dangerous. 

Coffee & Caffeine -  Can cause similar symptoms as chocolate and should be avoided.

Alcohol - Products containing alcohol could cause vomiting, intoxication, tremors, coma, and death.

Macadamia Nuts - Commonly used in cookies and sometimes left out as a snack, these nuts can have an 
adverse reaction in dogs.  Symptoms include vomiting, tremors, depression, and temporary paralysis.  These 
symptoms are generally not permanent and often fade within 48 hours.

Grapes & Raisins - Grapes contain an unknown toxin that can cause kidney failure.  Some dogs will also 
show allergic reactions if given to them.

Xylitol - A common sweetener found in many sugar free products, Xylitol can cause excess production of 
insulin, which can lead to liver failure and hypoglycemia.  Initial symptoms include vomiting, lethargy and 
loss of coordination.  Liver failure can occur within a few days.

Cooked Bones - The process of cooking can cause bones to become very brittle and splitter.  If given to your 
dog it can cause lacerations in the esophagus, stomach, and intestines.  

Onions, Garlic, & Chives - Commonly seen in dog treats, cooked garlic is safe to give in low doses.  These 
can cause gastrointestinal irritation and anemia, and should not be given in large quantities.  Onions are more 
toxic than garlic, cooking can reduce the toxicity.

What to do should your dog ingest one of these dangerous substances?  Contact your veterinarian or 
local Animal Poison Control Center immediately.  Please note that the Animal Poison Control Center may 
not be associated with the regular Poison Control Center.

Foods to Avoid                           by Beth Bennett

Have a favorite place you like to visit, why not share the fun?   
Send your story and a picture to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org and 

see it in a future issue.
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Featured Inu

This very sweet 10 year old girl named Persephone was an 
owner surrender left at the Brooklyn AC&C due to food and 
environmental allergies. Her petite stature should not give way 
to the fact that she has a warrior Shiba personality!

She came to NYCSR with fur loss and irritated skin from pro-
longed allergies but after switching her food, as well as giv-
ing her medicinal baths with cream rinse and Temeril-P, have 
helped her body heal nicely and reduce the itchiness she previ-
ously felt.  She has been having some housebreaking issues, but 
has improved substantially.  

Persephone is extremely affectionate and goofy.  She loves to 
greet her foster family when they come home.   She hops on the 
couch and zooms around to show them she wants to play and is 
happy to have them home from work.  

Persephone is a mellow, laid back Shiba who wants to be by her foster family’s side but maintains a distance 
because she doesn’t consider herself a lapdog. You could label her as a people’s Shiba as she prefers human 
interaction over toys, but when the mood strikes her, she’ll playfully flip her toys up in the air and chase after 
them or engage in a game of tug. Her favorite activity at home is perching on the window sill and watching 
the outside world.  

 Congratulations to Persephone for being this issue’s Featured Inu!  
If you are interested in adopting one of our awesome foster inus 
or becoming a foster home, visit our website  nycshibarescue.org 

and fill out an application today!
 

NYCSR Foster: Persephone
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Screaming Recipe

Here’s a delicious recipe, a perfect use for all that leftover turkey. 

Ingredients:

 2 lbs. ground turkey
 2 eggs
 2 cups cooked rice
 8 oz. peas
 3 carrots, diced
 1 apple, diced
 2 cloves garlic, minced 

Directions:

Preheat oven to 375 degrees. In mixing bowl, combine all ingredients and mix well by 
hand. On baking sheet, form into a large dog bone or any other fun shape. Bake at 375 
degrees for 45 minutes. Let cool and serve.

Have an amazing recipe you would like to share?  
E-mail it to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org and see it in a future issue.

Thanksgiving Treats
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The Importance of...

What Exactly Is Bite Inhibition?

Pups usually learn bite inhibition – as it pertains to other dogs – from playing with their litter mates and their 
mother. They learn from these early interactions how much force is too much and they learn how to make a 
conscious decision to limit the force of their bite. Puppies have to learn to translate that desire not to injure others 
to humans as well.

Bite inhibition in companion dogs is much too important to leave to chance, although many dog owners do 
exactly that. Many people live with their dog just assuming “good dogs don’t bite.”  When the dog eventually 
bites someone, they are shocked, and it is the dog who pays the price for their negligence. 

If our companions - large or small - are not raised to have a STRONG inhibition to bite humans, they can inflict 
serious pain while reacting instinctively. 

An Example of Inadequate Bite Inhibition

I once evaluated a female Shiba who was being given up after six years because she bit her owner in the face. 
The dog was very calm, with a nice temperament, even though - after being almost completely isolated from her 
family for weeks after the bite - she was a bit starved for attention when I met her. She had been the single pup 
in a litter and then her owners had never socialized her with other dogs after they purchased her. Never having 
learned anything about dog body language, they treated her like a human, not a dog. One day, her owner startled 
her while she was sleeping and then, in an effort to reassure her, leaned over her in a way that would seem 
threatening to a dog. The dog reacted by biting and was then horrified that she had bitten her beloved owner. The 
damage was done though – the owner was never comfortable around the dog again and gave her away.

If she had been trained and communicated with properly from the beginning, she most likely would have stopped 
herself before causing harm to her owner and would still be with her family.

An Example of Excellent Bite Inhibition

Even when my Shiba Inu, Snickers, is snuggling with me, I’m careful not to startle him awake. I was incredibly 
grateful for his bite inhibition once years ago when he was surprised in his sleep. I walked into my bedroom and 
he was curled up sleeping on my bed. I bent over to give him a kiss (which in hindsight wasn’t such a smart move 
really). At exactly the same moment, my female Shiba, Secret, launched herself onto the bed and LANDED ON 
HIS TAIL. He jolted awake all fangs and fury only centimeters from my face. Luckily for me, his reaction to 
seeing me so close to his teeth was as immediate as his displeasure at being stepped on; he stopped himself before 
accidentally biting me. Nasty facial scar avoided. I attribute this quick thinking on his part to early socialization 
by his breeder and continued training by myself and my daughter.

Teaching Bite Inhibition          by Jenna Gates

Continue on Page 9
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Bite Inhibition

Teaching Bite Inhibition

One of the best pieces of advice anyone gave me when Snickers was a puppy was regarding how to teach him 
not to bite and play so rough with my daughter. He thought of her as a litter mate – an equal instead of a superior 
– so we used that to teach him. Whenever he played too rough and bit her too hard, she would YELP like a hurt 
puppy and then turn her back on him and ignore him for about 10 seconds. (For most puppies, 10 seconds is long 
enough. After that they forget why you are ignoring them.) It worked like a charm. His puppy brain completely 
understood and he totally stopped biting her in about a week. What I didn’t know at the time was that this advice 
was based on the excellent training method of Dr. Ian Dunbar.

The yelp and ignore strategy may not work with all puppies, but if employed consistently, it will work for most. 
Puppies are especially mouthy and will give you plenty of opportunities to use this technique. Be consistent with 
your response and you should see progress. With an older puppy, you may need to “up the stakes” by putting 
him or her in a full fledged timeout instead of the 10 second ignore. If you’re working with a juvenile or adult 
dog that has not yet learned proper bite inhibition, I recommend consulting a professional trainer for assistance. 

Important Points to Remember

In addition to self control, dogs need to learn self confidence. Many dogs bite to defend themselves (from threats 
real or imagined) or to protect belongings or territory. Raise a confident, well-socialized dog and he is a lot less 
likely to ever feel the need to bite.

Bond with your dog. If your dog sees humans as his key pack members, he is more likely to understand that 
biting humans is undesirable.

Don’t put your dog in any situation he can’t handle. Protect your dog from having to defend himself. If your dog 
is confident that you will take care of him, he won’t feel like he needs to protect himself and is less likely to bite 
out of fear.

Don’t startle your dog – or let anyone else startle him – especially when he is sleeping. If he’s going blind or deaf, 
pay special attention to how you interact with him.

Read your dog’s signals. Most dogs communicate multiple warnings before biting and will only bite as a last 
resort. Are you paying attention to what your dog is “saying” when he or she is stressed or in an unusual 
situation? Have you learned enough about canine communication to send your dog calming signals so he doesn’t 
worry as much?

First and foremost, be your dog’s defender, his teacher, his advocate and his friend

Have an amazing rescue experience or story, why not share it?   
Send your story and a picture to beth.bennett@nycshibarescue.org and see it in 

a future issue.

Continued



Credits
The Shiba Scream is the official newsletter for both NYC Shiba Inus and their Human 

Companions, and NYC Shiba Rescue, Inc.

The Shiba Scream Staff

Managing Editor: Beth Bennett
Assisting Editor: Patrice Grossman

We would like to thank the following people for their contribution to this issue:

To the writers: Jenna Gates
 Gina for her comic contribution

And all others who have helped to make this issue possible

To experience more of Kit, Natto & Betsy’s escapades, visit them at http://shibal-inu.blogspot.com

If you would like to learn more about NYC Shiba Rescue, make a donation  
or to submit a foster/adoption application, visit nycshibarescue.org

To join the NYC Shiba Inus and their Human Companions,  
visit www.nycshibameetup.com

Copyright 2012 by NYC Shiba Rescue, Inc.  All rights reserved. No part of this publication may be reproduced or 
transmitted in any form or by any means; electronic or mechanical, including photocopying, recording, or any information 

storage and retrieval system, without permission in writing from the publisher.


